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Schools to now flash the quality card

Shreya Biswas

NEW DELHI

Vidyalaya at RK Puram in Delhi,

Bharath Kesay has never been more
impressed with his school than he is now.
Over the past six months, the class XII
studentand his schoolmates watched in
awe their modest government-run school
metamorphose into a model campus, even
private schools envy. Today, their teachers
use audio-visual aids and power point
presentations in classrooms, and the school
has a vastly improved computer laband a
great musicroom.

“It’s great...even the principal, teachers,
and staffare more active now,” said 16-year-
old Bharath.

According o the prindipal DP Thakur, the
school will be investing a total of Rs 1 crorein

I NHIS three years at Kendriya

Eye Nabet Certificate To Get The Model Campus Tag

The schoolis also open toideas. “We have
putupsuggestion boxes inside the campus
forstudents, teachers togi n howto

touphold

international standards in various sectors

and dnmams
Th

improving its infrastructure. “We are in indu ies il d Delhi’s 11 Navy
upgrading the entire infrastructure; Ficcl and Assocham toform a nan'onal poorkidsin line.
labs, even " hesaid.

Nabetaccredits schools across primary,
secondary and higher secondary levels on

thre infrastructure and support

idea:

better our offering. Our

chool eand

system in the country is

widely

now share their perspective through our
interactive website, ” said Mr Thakur.
Impressed? Well, hundreds of
schools—both private and public
—around the country could be ag-
gressively building similar facilities
in the next couple of years, asthey
chase what RK Puram Kendriya
Vidyalaya has: a certificate from
National Accreditation Board for
Education and Training (Nabet).
Nabet is the country’s first initiative to
certify educational institutes for their
quality of services. It rates schools.
according to the standards developed by
its parent organisation, the Quality Coun-
cil of India, in what is seen as a major
attempt to raise the country’s education
system to global standards.
“The idea is tomake ouraccreditationa
chools for
their d‘uldren, said Vipin Sahni, director of
Nabet, which started functioning this year.
The Quality Council of India (QCI) isan

SHAPING
uP

demands of modern-day life and work
culture. Gov(:mmem schools amund rhe
ink d

o

itori; progress.
While the certification is voluntary, the
agency expects 300-400 schoolsto seek its
the next couple of years.

are aﬁ'hcted by poorinfrastructure
and teacher absenteeism, while
thereare noset standards
ccompared with private schools.

“The problem of quality and
accessisnotnew. Besides,
regulation onits own doesn’thelp
much, if people themselves are not
motivated,” said MM Joshi, joint secretary of
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sanghatan (KVS) that
runs the 981-central schools across the coun-
try. “Nabet’s accreditation process leads to self
evaluation by students and staff members.
Itsa nghtway 0 appmach theissue than
regulating thing

Till now, bcsldes the Delhischool, Nabe!

Already, some 15 states, including Delhi,
‘West Bengal, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Bihar
and Jharkhand, are n talks with Nabet toac-
creditatleast one schoolin each district.

Jharkhand hasidentified some schools
suchasNetarhat Residential School at
Latehar and Delhi public schools at Shamli
and Ranchi.

“Infrastructure and quality have always
been a issue in school education. We hope
toaddress that through this,” said
Mridula Sinha, Jharkhand’s HRD
secretary. “These schools.can inspire
others to improve themselves.”

Onceaschool applies for accreditation,
Nabetsendsits. assessms m hasa core team of

00( hool. Ifitis not

has accredited Kendriya Vidyal:
Powaiin Mumbaiand Modern School
in Lucknow.
AcrossIndia, thereare 40-50 schools, both

et up by

d. There are 22 Kendriya

uptothelevel: Im'acucdnanon thenthe
schoolis givena feedback andasked to
improve. Forgovernment schools, it runsa
pilot programme tobring them up toa mini-
mum standard before accrediting them.
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